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Recall: Faith and Reason 
The question of whether faith contradicts reason is something that goes back centuries. In the modern form we the 
debate has been “Religion Vs Science”, but this debate is nothing new. Although modern people like to think that we 
have advanced so much in modern science that we are know too smart for God, the honest truth is that faith allows us 
to understand there is an infinite ocean of knowledge that goes beyond the human mind.  

- Have you ever doubted your faith because it didn’t seem reasonable? 
- Do you think you can believe in both religion/faith & reason/science?  
- Do you think we sometimes treat faith as magic and God as a genie who grants us wishes? 

 
The rational animal 
A traditional definition of a human being is that of a “rational animal.” What does rational mean? Rational comes from 
the Latin word Ratio. In mathematics we know that a ratio is a relationship (or proportion) between two numbers. 
Therefore a rational animal is an animal that can form relationships that are self-aware. The ability to ratio is tightly 
connected with the idea of free will. We do not only have the ability to choose, we have a liberty of knowing when, 
how, and what to choose. We have an intellect that is not present in the non-rational animals, we have self-awareness. 
One thing that is distinct to humans is our ability to remember pain. An animal usually respond to pain, and an animal 
may even recall pain if in a similar situation (hence the abused puppy syndrome), but an animal cannot reflect upon its 
own pain. A person not only can feel pain, we have the ability to think and relive our pain through past memories. For 
example: someone in the hospital may not only be suffering from a physical turmoil, but may also be spending time 
thinking, reflecting, pondering, remembering what physical and emotional pains they may have endured in the past. 
The human person has the ability to think, relate, contemplate, connect, reflect, process, and compute that an animal 
simply cannot.  
 
Human Person: The Human Soul + The Human Body 
The soul is the subject of human consciousness and freedom; soul and body together form one unique human nature. 
Each human soul is individual and immortal, immediately created by God. The soul does not die with the body, from 
which it is separated by death, and with which it will be reunited in the final resurrection. The human person, created 
in the image of God, is a being at once physical and spiritual. The biblical account expresses this reality in symbolic 
language when it affirms that “then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living being.” Man, whole and entire, is therefore willed and animated by God. 
The human body shares in the dignity of “the image of God”: it is a human body precisely because it is animated by a 
spiritual soul, and it is the whole human person that is intended to become, in the body of Christ, a temple of the Spirit. 
For this reason man may not despise his bodily life. Rather he is obliged to regard his body as good and to hold it in 
honor since God has created it and will raise it up on the last day. The human person has both an exterior and an 
interior state. The exterior state is knowable and can be mastered, the interior state is knowable as well but we cannot 
master it, rather it masters us.  

- Is the body bad? 
- Is the goal of getting to heaven to get rid of our bodies? 

The Levels of Being: We are not rats 
Just because something exists does not mean that it has the same level of being as something 
else. Despite what many believe, not all beings are equal. Materialist believe that anything 
that has matter/material is more of less of the same value and that we subjectively give value 
to something. The value something has is more or less artificial. THIS IS NOT THE CASE! 
The soul of a rock is less than the soul of a plant, the soul of a plant is less than the soul of a 
rat, the soul of a rat is less than that of the soul of a man, and the soul of a man is less than the 
soul of a man.  On the levels of being, and being that has free-will and self-awareness is 
considered a “Person.” Humans are persons, angels are angelic persons, and God is a person 
(3 in fact). As was stated above, persons inter into relationship! Relationship is key in 
understanding humans and God. Humans have relationships, and as we will see when we 
discuss the Trinity, God IS relationship. Although animals have souls, they are not persons. 
The soul of an animal is what gives it “animation” but it is not of the same value of a human 
soul. Since they lack free will an animal can do bad things, but an animal cannot sin. 
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Similarly, a plant is not of the same level of an animal, although it can grow and in a sense has “animation” to it, 
it does not have an intellect in the sense that an animal does. One of the reasons that the devil rebelled against 
God was that he was jealous that God would take on human form instead of angelic form. When God became 
man, (Jesus) a divine person took on human flesh and thus elevated humanity. Angels can never say that God 
became one of them, but us humans can say that God himself took on human form to save us. 
 
Personal vs Individualized 
In modern evangelical Christianity the phrase “Is Jesus your personal Lord and Savior?” or “You must have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” has become common place. And although those statements are not 
incorrect, they have been vastly misunderstood. Is Christ the Savior? Yes! But is he only YOUR savior? No. He 
is OUR savior. You have a personal relationship with Jesus insofar as it is a relationship consisting of two 
persons, a human person and a divine person, but it is not personal in the sense that it is individualized. A person 
is made for relationship and relationships require another. When everything is individualized we end up making 
god in our image rather than us being made in the image and likeness of God. When we make god in our image 
we have turned ourself into “little gods” thinking that we can do what ever we want. Being human provides us 
with free will to choose. That is an incredibly powerful gift, because although our free will is unique to each one 
of us, when are free will used for the greater good, it actually allows us to be more free. People who suffer from 
narcissism or extreme selfishness are in many ways trapped. They are trapped by their desire for attention, fame 
and fortune.  
 
Our relationship with God brings us into unity. We don’t only have a relationship with God, God IS 
RELATIONSHIP. God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We are made in his image to be relational and thus there 
is an element of the divine in every relationship we have that is oriented towards the good.  
 
Christ Elevates Human nature to pay off Adam’s debt 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


